Re: Contacts with tue Ukrainian delegates to the UN (
Bate: 15 March 1966 .4‘.//95
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On Tuesday, 8 March 1966, at 3:05 PM,iE) met in the UN buildipg
SHEVCHIINKO as he was walking with KOCHUBEY and CHERNYAVSKYY to
the meeting of one of the Committees. As usually, they were late
and therefore in a hurry. After exchanging greetings, S{EVCHENKO
asked B. how are the things with him, so B, replied that he is
still looking for an opportunity to have a chat with SHEVCHENKO,
SHEVCHENKO replied in his usual manner that there is a lot of mm
work at the Mission and at the UN at present, but in a few days
when they meet again at the UN SHEVCHENKO might have some time

to spend with B, B, replied that it is useless for him toe chase
~ SHEVCHENKO all over UN and every day, therefore they should agree
as to a definite time and place of meeting. SHEVCHENKO then turned
to KOCHUBEY and CHERNYAVSKYY who were walking a few steps behind
and after explaining to them what B. confronted him with asked
them, in sort of helpless manner, how would it be possible for
him to fulfill B's susgestion, It was noticeable on their faces
that KOCIIUBEY and CHERNYAVSKYY were not msX especially pleased
with it, however, they suggested that Friday might be the best
day. They explained that at present they have a lot of work in
connection with the iluman Rights Commission which opened its
sessions that day but were expécting that by Friday the work

load will lessen considerably., Finally they agreed to meet on
Friday during or after the morning session of the Human Rights
Commission and parted,

DECLASSIFLED AND RELEASED BY
CEMTRAL INTELLIBENCE AGENCY
SOBRCESMETHODSEXEMPTION 3828
YAZI WARCRIMES BISCLOSURE ACT
DATE 2007

Lii A
]ﬁicsﬁ,ig:é gm;f

}'5?472' ¥ ~7d

rl

-—v‘o‘.’d—wl‘wi




ro
[ 54

) - O

tn Friday, 11 March lU66, 1, was prosent at the morning session

of the liuman ights Cormission but could see HH-VCIYNC nowhere,
After the session I3, approached XOCHUBEY and CIPRNYAVSKYY and
asked them about SHEVCHENKO, They replied that he was not there,
but as they were talking with him in the morning at the Mission
about the meeting, they were under the impression that the meecting
was to take place in the afternoon,

In the afternoon B, was waiting for SHEVCHENKC at the entrance
to the chamber of the Economic and Social Council where the ses-
sion of the iluman Rights Cowmnission was to take place at 3 PM.
It was long since the session has started but there was no sizn
of SUBVCHENKO., i3, was about ready to lecave when about 3:40 PM
walked in SHIVCIIENKO with KOCHUBEY and CHERNYAVSKYY. SIUEVCHENKEO
and B. proceeded in the direction of the delegates lounge with
KOCHUBEY and CHERNYAVSKYY following closely behind them.

In the lounge SiEVCHENKO asked B, if it will be all right for
KOC.iUBEY and CilERNYAVSKYY to join them. B. did not objecta&g

and surgested to have a drink., S!IEVCHENKO was drinking gin but
KOCIIUBEY and CHERMYAVSKYY had a beer. The conversation went along
the topic of AxffExEnk drinks here and in the USSR - variety,
popularity, etc, TFrom the conversation it was evident that in
the USSR the variety of liquor might be small as compared to

the USA, however, the gquantity of it is quite substantial., SiiliV-
CHENKO stated that he drinks very seldom and very little and

when he has a choice, he prefers gin to all other liguors. CiliR=-
NYAVSKYY mmt stated that his favorite is Canadian whisky. ‘‘hen
B. mentioned that his xa favorite drink is scotch or cognac,
SHUVCHENRO remarked ironically that B, has an expensive West
European taste,
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tin chmver oot bun owan Jury Lunst it 1L das ovivent that they
corcfulty pre eced thoaselves for that m ooting with 3., how-
rver, they did not know what to expect of B, 5o, after about
20 minutes of talking about drinks and other insiginficant
matters, SA0VEINNIG broke the conversation and asked B, what
exactly interests him and what he would like to know about
the Ukraine, D, replied that everything interests him and

be would like to know ubout %y the Ukraine as mMx much as
possible,

1, At this point XOCHIIBEY interrupted and very formally asked
the permission to make a counment, Then he said that B,
most certainly would like to know the same thing as he does,
nanely, who is going to be the Minister of Moreign Affairs
of the Ukrainian 557, 7N, agreced with him and added that
it is one of the things that he would like to know,

SHEVCHENKO smiled and replied that he does not know who the
minister will be, however, he stated that soon it will be
known because he is certain that by the time the 23rd i’arty
Congress will end, the Ukrainian 5s5R will have a new Minis-
ter of oreign Affairs.

“hen B, stated that thex® one Party Congress of the Ukrainian
Communist Party already took place in October 1965, however,
there was not even mention about the ministry, SHEVCHENKO
replied that 23rd Congress is on much greater scale and many
matters of a great importance will be discussed there, He
added that at present the 23rd Congress will play a very
significant role. ilowever, he corrected his previous xtatmmm
statement by saying that he is not certain but only expects
that the 23rd Congress will appoint the minister.

B. accused SiOVCGIRKLO tnat ne still gives evasive answers as
to who the new minister will be. .IFVCJLNKO explained that
it is impossible for him to make any predictions bccause at
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creacend b Thie b ditne there o cuch o mvedl o puamboy of 0 ov-
Sons perfoctly suitable for that position ¢hat e dods uod
cven 'nmy all of thelr names. To rfurtier accusations sitlkV-
CHENYO replied that even if a certain number of suitable cane
didates for that position were discussed and carefully ana-
lized, their names are not known to him. Iie further explained
that in their system it is so that every person hzs its own
duties and does not know what the other does. The person or
the committee concerned with the question of the ministry
nost certainly “now or have a good idea who the new minister
will be, but for himself, SIUTNVCHENKO added, he is as curious
about that question as B, is.

Later on during the conversation, when talking about the CC,
SHEVCIENKO mentioned that there are 111 members of the CC CPU,
and added it is safe to predict that whoever is going to be
the new minister he is going to be one of the 1l1 members of
the CC. uvhen i, stated that it is a very good number to start
with, and by elimination of all those members who already have
an important positions, those who do not have pm proper quali-
fications, and these ready for retirement, one can come up
with a number no more than 11 and see who the eligible candi-
dates for the position of the Minister of Foreign Affairs can
be. ‘he only remark to that made CHERNYAVSKYY, saying in a
aispleased tone, "it was very clever calculation”.

At this point CHERNYAVSKYY took upon himself an obligation

to make a few additional remarks about the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. le stated that the fact that the Ukraine was for
such a long time without & minister does not mean that it is

a step towards a complite liquidation of the Ministry and it
does not lead towards any reduction of the present status of
the Ukrainian SSR, tie attacked the Ukrainian newspapers,fsx
especially "Aimerica" and "svoboda", for making such statements
and called it "fiction, unfounded lie, and false accusations”.
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Consd o nenes soy et on edoesday O acch 10600, L. had
publivhiod in "Marerica” o report frowm the UN ancer the inie-
tials B, in which there was also tne above wmentioned staw-
tement about the iMinistry of loreipgn Affairs, and it was
appeurent that ihey were juessing that 13, M. were U's initials)

CHEURLYAVSRYY further uccused the Ukrainian nationalist emig-
res {or not understanding the meuaning of criticigm, Ille sta-
ted that criticigm is good and even welcome if it is done

in a geod taste, scholarly, and orn a serious topic., This
lind of criticizi; they (in the Ukraine) will read and even
will pay an atiention to, bhut not tie nonsense that the
nationalist enigres keep thecuselves busy with, CHERNYAVSKY
aguin began attacking "Svohoda"™ and other Ukrainian newspa»‘
pers (not namipng any) for writing very offending and dis-
graceful articles about Petro TRONEQ ({ileputy Chairmar. of

the Council of Ministers, and ilead of the Delegation from
the Ukrainian 3S5R to the 20th Session of the fBeneral Assem-
bly of the UN) and his appearance at the UN, He added

that the authors of these articles most likely were not

even present in the General Assembly at that time, because
if they were, their articles would have heen written quite
differently. DB. defenced these articles by saying that
therc was nothing offending in them, and that these artic-
les were fair. Ipn return, GIDREYAV.OEYY charged that the
Journal "Suchasnist” was not much better in that respect

and both of its articles wexm about TRONKO were writter in
the same offending style of yellow newspaper "sveboda',

e added that the Ukrainian nationalist emigres forgot ir
their writings one of the most important principles, name-
ly the objectivity.

CHERNYAVSKYY then asked 3. if any one of those two articles
about TRONKQ in the "Suchasnist” were written by him, ithen
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1, replied that neither, hm CilERNYAVSKRYY asked B, on what
byline he is writing for the "Suchasnist", because they
were looking in every issue of the journal but could not
find any articles with B's byline.

B. managed to avoid answering that question, and in return
asked them which of the Ukrainian emigre newspapers and
journals they consider most objective, They replied that
they do not receive all of the newspapers, but of those
familiar to them they consider "ZIYTTYA i SLOVO" (published
by the Ukrainian Progressives in Canada) as the most objec-
tive, and about the only one. "Suchasnist”" in their opinion
is basically a good journal, however, too often it prints
sharp attacks directed against the Soviet Ukraine,

B. asked them then, which of the newspapers and journals
they do receive. They replied that "Zhyttya i Slovo" from
Canada, and from the USA "Svoboda", "America", and "Ukrayin-
ske Zhyttya", and also journals "Lysty do Pryyateliv" and
"Suchasnist".

SHEVCHENKO turned the conversation in another direction
and started to ask B. a series of questions, with CHERNYA-
VSKYY helping him.

They were very interested to find out:the attitude of the
Ukrainian emigres towards the Soviet Ukraine; what is their
position on the question of contacts with the Ukraine; the
meaning of the intensive discussions on that topic at the
last meetings of the UCCA; the percentage of the Ukrainian
emigres favoring such contacts and their intellectual and
financial standing; the specific groups or organizations
favoring contacts; the activities of the UCCA; the activi-
ties and social life of tiie Ukrainians in general;

a special attention was devoted to the Ukrainian youth here:
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thels 11fe anc activities; student organizationsy the fie-
ld of studies; percentage of the youth pursuing a higher
education; the amount of imericanization among the youth
and what the adults have done in that respect.

To all these questions B, replied in the same manner as they
do, giving an avasive answers,

The discussion on the above guestion stimulated SIFEVCIHFNKO

to make a statement on the contacts. ile emphasized that

the cultural contacts of emigres with their native countries
nave always played a great part, and in the case of every
ethnic group. !e stated that an emigre group can live only

so long without a contact with its native country beforqbecom-
ming complftely assimilated, A cultural contact with its na-
tive country is about the only sure way for the emigres to
retain their national identity.

lle expressed approval that at present more and more Ukrainian
emigres indicate their approval of the cultural contacts with
the Soviet Ukraine, liowever, at the same time he took an
oportunity to attack those Ukrainian nationalist leaders who
are of negative attitude towards the contacts and towards the
Soviet Ukraine as a whole. To those leaders he had a piece
of advice: "the Ukraine survived without them in the past, is
doing well at present, and will not miss them in the future”.

3. asked them about the comming 23rd Party Congress and the
preparations for it in the Ukraine, SIHEVCIENKO replied in

a standard propaganda fashion, and as usually not directly

to the question,

ile was talking about a great spiritual upheaval of the peo-
ple in the lkraine at present. As to the economy, he stated
that the Ukraine is leading in that field among all other
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vupublics ko the Unien,  The Ukraine has fulfilled the 7 Year
'lan by 107%, and will do still bhetter ip the next 5 Year Plan,
ile said that it would be useloss for him to quote the statis-
tical figures, but he assurod that the Ukraine is developing
very rapidly in the field of economics at pfesent and there

are a great plans in that field for the future.

SHEVCIIENEQ made no reference to the 23rd Party Congress as such.

Yhen 3, asked them wio of the Ukranians will be promoted to
the CC, shevchenko answered that it is as difficult to pre-
dict as the new Minister of Foreign Affairs, Iie explained
that there are 11l members and about 70 candidates of the
CPU and at present is the time for one third of the CC mmma
members to be replaced, taerefore it is so difficult to make
any guesses, however, he assured that some Ukrainians will
be promoted to the CC.

e emphasized that among the Ukrainians there is a great
number of very talented and very smart people and they
always do get ahead, SHIVCIENKO added that thmxm especially
many bright young people awmngxthmxfxmm do come from the
peasant families like hiniself, because in their system every-
one has an equal chance of advancement, HHe further stated
that already at present there are many Ukrainians in high
and important positions in every field not only in the Ukra-
inian Republic but on the All~Union levels as well, 1In the
future, he predicted, there will be a lot more of the Ukrai-
nians in the All-Union aparat. iHe also jdded that in the
Ukrainian SS5SR all the official positions are occupied by the

Ukrainians,

Yhiie talking about the Ukrainians in the All- Union aparat,
CHIERNYAVSKYY pointed out ithat "EDORENLO 1s a Ukrainian, al-
though he has some admixture of jewish blood. ilowever, he
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nooviy, paiiod, abd coucated D the Jhreooiae, and 1o Gar-
cled te o URraisian zirl Toom Viev,

At this polilpd SPPCINNND cade o statenent tiat dn the Ulrae-
ine there is the least amount of anti-ldenitic prejudice in
comparison with all other Union Republics.

Toe T1's guestion, why then was published in the Ulralne LICH-
E0's book "Yulayzr bez Prykras” which created so much discon=-
tert and protest among the Turopcdan and imerican Jews, CullRle
NYAVSKYY replied that he had read that bock but could find
nothing offending there. ile added that tic only possible
insuiting thing in that hosl coruld be tnc sketches but not
the text itself, EOGWUBEY added taat this book will be re-
published shortly but this time either without sketches or

with different ones.

SHEVCHENKO interrupted the conversation and explained that he
has an appointment at 5:15 PM and therefore has to leave with
KOCKUBEY, They left but B, cortinued the conversation with
CHERNYAVSKYY, |

9, The conversation turned to ihe topic of cultural contacts.

CHIENYAVSEYY stated that tie contacts are of a great impor-
tance. . good start has been made in that respect, and now
it should be further developed, ‘They have already showed

a good will and an initiative by sending to the USA and Cana-
da a group of cultural leacders headed by VOLOSOVA, now is

the time for the emigres #m to do something in that respect.
B. replied that it has been long since KCLOSOVA was here,

and asked him vhat has been planned for the future, CIHI'R=
NYAVSKYY replied that this year they are sending here VIR=-
SKYY and his Kiev Dance Pnscmble in May or June, Further,
CUTRMYAVSIYY said that at one time there xX were some sugges—
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LiGan i o 1o Yie saioace o artest s, schslars, ete,
bztweaa %e ouigzoed and he Uhraine, and it is a very good
ideca., In iz opinion, tho emigires have nmany good artists
angd scholars vho vaald He sove thm welconme in the Ukraine
with their comncerts, exhibits, and loctures, but it is up to
the cmizres to turn to taem and ask that the arrangements
for it would be made.

CIIFRNYAVSKYY started to talk about Xkx the Russification in

the Ukraine., He claimed that such thing dées not exist, eve-~
ry official in the Ukraine and on every administrative level
knows Ukrainian, and the emigres make false accusations,

B. pointed out to him that knowing the language and using it
are two different things, and this is what concerns the enmigres
the most, Tt is very common for a tuurist in the Ukraine to ‘
be refused § service in a store hecause he or she spoke in
Ukrainian, the lectures at the Ukrain&an universities to be
presented in Russian, and in general to hear nothing but Rus-

sian in the c¢ities of Ukraine,

CHURNVAVSKYY did not deny all this but explained that it is so
because the Ukraine i:as boen united with the wssia for 300 yrs
and tiic peornle are used to Russian language by now. He him-
self will frequently use Russian if he does not think about it,
and usually he will speak Jkrainian only when he is spolien to.
Further, he explained that in Soviet Union there are over 200
different languages and with the constant change of residence
no one is exwected to learn every language. ‘Yhen he graduated
from the Molytechnical Institute in Dnipropetrovsk he took a
job in TBINIS3T in Georgian 55R but no one expected him to learn
the Georgian language. 7“he same thing happens when someone
from another republic comes to the Ukraine., 'tThis is the sitn-
ation all over the bBoviet Union and one has to accept it. ile




personally cannoi see auything wrong with it, especially
since it does not lead to a decay of the Ukrainian lan-
guage, As a proof of a further development of the Ukrainian
language he stated that ithe poetry is the most refined form
of expression in any language, and at present there are in
the Ukraine the finest poets in tm the Union, and even the
Russian poets cannot compare to them, The Ukraine has never
had such ' great young poets and in such a great number,
) ’ | i ' e S . ‘

11. B, remarked that,¥¥ 1is the case,why je Ukrainian young poets
-ame so frequently and so karshly criticized, their poems are
published very seldom or in very small quantity. ‘

CHERNYAVSKYY did not maﬂe any comments as to the criticizs,
however, he went-iéia.great length to explain about the publi-
cations. He explained that the young poets have their poems
seldom printed because the publishing houses are in the hands
of older poets who determine what should be publish and what®
should not. It is natural that they publish their own poems
first before even considering some young poet,

The small quantity of poems printed is determined by another
factor. Before printing any book there is prepared a:prospec-
tus which is sent to all the oblast and rayon branches bf*SO-,f-
YUZDRUK who order the books from the publishing house¢. On the
bases of these orders is determimned the number of books to be
printed, He agreed that some of the oblast. Soyuzdruks order
too small number of books, but they are afraid to order too
many becauge if the books would not be sold out they would be
responsible and reprimgh‘qd for it,

The conversation could not continue any longer because SHEVCHENKO
was ready to leave, After the appointment SHEVCHENKO went to tae
meeting of the Human Rights Conimission and the meeting was just
over at that time. B, walked with them towards the nloak room
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hoping to 1. .ucroduced to Petro D, NEUBAYLO who recently came
from the Ukraine especially to take part in the Human Rights
~Commission.

In the cloak room they were getting their coats, however, no one
made an attempt to introduce B, to NEDBAYLO, Finally, as they
were about to walk out, SHEVCHENKO introduced B, to NEDBAYLO,
explaining that he is the chairman of the department of state

and law at the Kiev University. SHEVCHENKO mentioned to NED-
BAYLO that B, is a correspondent for the journal "Suchasnist”

to which NEDBAYLO made a disapproving exclamation, SHEVCHENKO
then approached B. and whispered into his ear "see what jhe peo-
ple in the Ukraine think of you (the omigroes), and I did not even
warned him about it",

When they all parted it was 6:10 PM,




